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Press Release

March 2004

Heather & Ivan Morison do not understand it…
19 March -18 April 2004 (Private View Friday 19 March, 6-8pm)

Heather & Ivan Morison do not understand it… is an exhibition of work not previously shown in the UK.  The presentation at IPS will be the first exposition in a national tour of this new body of work.  

Heather and Ivan Morison are simultaneously a part of and apart from the subjects they engage with, but by magnifying the peripheries and minutiae they attempt to begin to develop an understanding of a larger scheme.  Their work is at once a celebration and a reflection of simple pleasures and mirrors the passion, process and beauty of their subjects.  A man talks of his lifetime’s passion for variable star astronomy and describes his home-made telescope.  A recording captures a trapped moth as it struggles to escape from a matchbox.  A card details the elements of a woman’s summer garden, still hidden beneath the snow.  In Chinese Arboretum, a slide series of one hundred Chinese trees, the artists demonstrate the obsession of a fanatic, travelling thousands of miles to record a single tree.  Divine Vessel, their science fiction novel, is the outcome of the performative self-imposed isolation of a one-month boat journey from China to New Zealand. 

Heather & Ivan Morison observe, collect and record the things they come into contact with, embracing chance encounters and seeking out subjects which are on the edge of daily life.  The everyday and the incidental, the unusual, the hidden and the unforeseen, all are considered without judgement and brought together in an attempt to provide insight, to investigate the things that surround us and to shed light on our place within these things.  Interviews have been undertaken, objects collected and recordings made.  Stories interweave and combine.  New narratives emerge where once there were none; fictions and inventions surface where readings were perhaps once absent.  The artists take delight in revealing the essence of the mundane and its particularities and peculiarities.  

Work in the exhibition forms part of a larger sequence of presentations and events, which will occur at other venues including Shrewsbury Museum and Art Gallery, S1 Artspace in Sheffield, New Art Gallery Walsall, and Danielle Arnaud contemporary art in London throughout 2004–05.  As these unfold, so the complexity and multi-faceted nature of their investigations will emerge, with each presentation adding detail to the previous and inviting the audience to undertake a similar experience to the original travels of Heather & Ivan Morison.

Global Survey, the research residency for this work, was originally commissioned by Vivid and supported by Arts Council England, the British Council and the European Regional Development Fund.  

Further information can be found at www.globalsurvey.org, www.morison.info and www.vivid.org.uk
Ends.
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Notes to editors:  

Heather & Ivan Morison’s recent and forthcoming projects, commissions and residencies include:

The Art of the Garden, Tate Britain 3 June – 30 August 2004

The Head Gardener, Museum of Garden History, London, 1July – 31 August 2004

Forest, Wolverhampton Art Gallery 7 February to 17 April 2004

Going on a Journey, Charles H Scott Gallery, Vancouver, Canada 

29 October – 7 December 2003
Exhumed, Museum of Garden History, London 11 July - 31 August 2003

Global Survey, artists out of residence at Vivid, Birmingham, January to December 2003

International Tree Tour, commissioned by Shrewsbury Museum and Art Gallery, 2002

Flower Stall, Ikon Gallery, May – August 2002

Please note the gallery will be closed for Easter between 9 – 12 April.

Further information or images can be obtained by calling the number below.

Nigel Prince, IPS, Bournville Centre for Visual Arts, UCE, Maple Road, Birmingham, B30 1JX

T: +44 (0)121 331 5775

F: +44 (0)121 331 5779

