19 June 2005

For immediate release

Sonic Mapping by Bill Fontana

Bill Fontana in conversation with Ben Borthwick - 29 June, 6pm Preview of Bill Fontana’s work – 29 June, 7pm to 8pm

Exhibition continues - 30 June to 7 July 2005, 1-5pm Mon to Sat

Bill Fontana has been visiting Senior Honorary Research Fellow with BEAST (Birmingham Electro-Acoustic Sound Theatre) at the University of Birmingham since November 2004. During this time he has been considering the potential of sound as a transformative medium within the Eastside Quarter of Birmingham. The artist’s primary concern has been the significance of sound in both the natural and urban environment.  

St Martins Church, in the recently renovated Bull Ring, has the largest peal in the UK with a total 16 bells.  Fontana has created a new composition to be performed on the afternoon of Sunday 26 June, which can be listened to at various locations throughout Eastside.  The composition increases the density of sound thereby extending its reach across the urban landscape.  The work is provocative of a time when the passage of sound was not constricted by the architecture of the built environment.  Recordings of the bells will be taken at the various locations and will be installed as an 8-channel surround sound work in Vivid’s new space on Heath Mill Lane, Eastside.

Fontana’s work is often concerned with the barely audible, extracting detail to make the audience more aware of their immediate (sonic) landscape.  The Sonic Mapping project will reinvigorate some of the lesser known areas within Eastside which are currently undergoing change on account of the regeneration programmes within the city.

On 29 June at 6pm Bill Fontana will be in conversation with Ben Borthwick, Curator at Tate Modern and regular contributor to The Wire magazine.  This discussion event will look at the spatial concerns of sound and be published as part of hothaus series later in 2005.

Ends.

� Heath Mill Lane is in the heart of Birmingham’s new Eastside quarter. Vivid is embracing the industrial heritage of the city through retaining the character and ambience of an industrial space. This conjunction of art, technology and industry reflects the crossovers which Vivid encourages through its artistic programme. 


Vivid has been supporting media artists for over twelve years through commissions for research and exhibition, artists’ residencies, public events and publications; providing technical resources, support services and presentation facilities in an environment for artists to showcase and test the production and exhibition of media and interdisciplinary art. 





� The hothaus series was a programme of seminars to explore media arts practice and theory.  The series was collaboration between Vivid and University of Central England and the proceedings from the seminars will be published by Vivid in association with Article Press in 2005.
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