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For immediate release

Birmingham’s arts festival reaches Eastside
Eastside Arts Picnic
Saturday 9 September, 12noon – 8pm

Eastside Green and Curzon Street Station

Free
VIVID moved to Eastside in 2005. Rapidly becoming Birmingham’s fastest growing creative quarter Eastside accommodates key regional organisations like VIVID, Ikon, Capsule and Craftspace Touring. This year 
Birmingham’s annual arts festival – Artsfest – incorporates Eastside in a demonstration of  the wide range of artists and cultural organisations that have been developing in the area.
For Artsfest 2006 VIVID is introducing two international artists to the region. Canadian based artist Germaine Koh invites local communities to operate Spot Radio – a low power FM radio station stored in a suitcase to provide a mobile tool for the public to air their views and opinions. If you would like to share your thoughts you can find out more in advance by calling 0121 766 7876 or emailing kaye@vivid.org.uk . Spot Radio will be set up in Eastside Green throughout the day with listening stations at both Curzon Street Station and VIVID. After the event broadcasts will be available to download from VIVID’s website www.vivid.org.uk
The faded grandeur of Curzon Street Station provides an elegant backdrop to a darkly humorous work by German artist Eva Meyer Keller. In this video version of her performance, Death is Certain, the artist systematically subjects cherries to a variety of torturous acts, using everyday household objects such as thumbtacks, irons, plastic cups and balloons, to administer a series of deaths. The brutality of the killing is balanced by the absurdity of the act itself.

VIVID moved to Digbeth 18 months ago and has been developing an array of projects involving artists working with technology and across art forms, from the region and also internationally. The garage it occupies on Heath Mill Lane plays host to artists developing work onsite and doubles up as an exhibition space which opens to the public to showcase the projects being developed. VIVID staff member Helen Street explains “Artsfest is a great opportunity for people to see something new. Speaking to people in the past about VIVID’s activities many have been unsure as to the kinds of things VIVID does, thinking “oh its all technology based, I won’t get it or it doesn’t interest me” but in a way art which uses technology is very accessible – more and more people these days have computers at home, and camcorders or cameras built into their phones. Part of what we do at VIVID is look at how artists are using technology in new and innovative ways”. 
Eastside Green will be the location for the arts picnic. This family event will be open throughout the day including a programme of delightful activities such as a digital coconut shy, table tennis, maritime storytelling, Thai massage, origami and a knitting tea party. Members of the public are invited to bring food, drinks and blankets to while away the afternoon in the company of the artists including Johnny White, Captain Ed, Peter Liversidge, Sir Real, Jacques Nimki, Surasi Kusolwong, DJ La Culpable with Simon & Tom Bloor, Stitches and Hoh, plus highlights from the Mitchell and Kenyon Collection, a treasure-trove of historic films, recently restored by the British Film Institute.
Ends     ----------- 510 words------------------------------------

Notes to editors:

1. For further press information and high resolution images please contact Helen Street at VIVID, 0121 766 1301 or email helen@vivid.org.uk
2. Images: Germaine Koh, Spot Radio
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Ref:Koh radio2



Ref: Koh spot radio 050416
3. Images: Eva Meyer-Keller, Death is Certain
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Ref: Meyer Massen-Grab4

Ref: Meyer Cemetary
4. Artsfest is supported by Birmingham City Council and the European Regional Development Fund
