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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release

02.05.06

The Garage provides a full service to 

West Midlands artists

A grant from Advantage West Midlands will provide new facilities to help West midlands artists create and display their work. 

East Birmingham North Solihull (EBNS) Regeneration Zone, which is funded by Advantage West Midlands, has awarded £78,000 to VIVID in Eastside, Birmingham. 

VIVID has been supporting artists working with creative technology for over twelve years. In June 2005 VIVID launched a new space in a former motor garage on Heath Mill Lane, Digbeth. The venue feeds off of the garage’s industrial heritage to form a unique mix of arts, technology and industry, which reflects the crossovers VIVID encourages with the artists it supports. The garage is Birmingham’s first creative destination of this kind, providing a space where artists can make new media and interdisciplinary art with the production support and back up of a media resource behind them. 

The grant from EBNS will fund two mobile pods designed with versatility and multi- functionality in mind, by Birmingham based architect Ranbir Lal. The pods are wireless digital imaging and audio facilities which can be used individually, as smaller self contained units in which artists can develop and produce work, or in conjunction with each other and the surrounding garage for testing and showcasing. 

3000 square feet of ground floor space will also be upgraded for gallery exhibition and showcase events including the installation of exhibition lighting, digital projectors and seating to support educational activities. 

Graham Edwards, Chief Executive of the East Birmingham North Solihull Regeneration Zone said: “I am delighted that this grant will help to nuture and showcase local artists’ work and at the same time encourage the growth and retention of creative businesses within the West Midlands Region.” 

Yasmeen Baig-Clifford, Director of VIVID, said: "The support from AWM will help us to create a much needed exhibition space for media art in Birmingham. Recognition of the importance of artists and the creative industries in economic regeneration is growing rapidly, VIVID’s ambitious new programme of work will make a key contribution to the renaissance of the area and we intend to be at the forefront of changing attitudes and growing expectations amongst both artists and audiences in the West Midlands. "
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Notes for Editors:

1. For further VIVID press information and images please contact Helen Street on 0121 766 1301 or email helen@vivid.org.uk
2.
 Advantage West Midlands is one of nine Regional Development Agencies in England whose role is to provide leadership and action to create more, better jobs and an improved quality of life for all in the West Midlands.

The East Birmingham North Solihull Regeneration Zone is one of six set up by Advantage West Midlands to address the specific needs of disadvantaged communities. 

The vision of the Zone is to connect communities of need with areas of economic opportunity. This will be achieved through four key themes, reflecting the pillars of the West Midlands Regional Economic Strategy: 

· Creating a diverse and dynamic business base 

· Learning and access to jobs 

· Creating the conditions for growth 

· Regenerating communities 

3. 
VIVID is dedicated to the development of contemporary media art and interdisciplinary practice. supporting and commissioning research, new works, artists' residencies, events and publications. VIVID's project space accommodates the production and exhibition of media arts, bringing together technical resources, support services and presentation facilities in a unique environment.
