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Press Release

07 June 2006
Trio of publications celebrate VIVID’s diverse creative programme 
Thursday 22 June, sees the launch of three new arts publications celebrating the work of media arts pioneers Steina and Woody Vasulka, contemporary artists Heather and Ivan Morison and the ‘hothaus Series’, a seminar programme examining media arts practice and theory.
hothaus papers: perspectives and paradigms in media art

Including contributions from Nina Pope, Paul Ramirez-Jonas, Jem Finer, Brian Duffy, Paul Granjon, Simon Yuill, Martin Reiser, Anthony Auerbach, Drew Hemment, Caitlin Jones, Sarah Cook, John Bird and Martijn Stevens.

This publication is a collection of papers presented as part of a programme of four seminars, hothaus series (2003-2005). The objective of hothaus series was to situate media arts within a bigger picture of contemporary visual tradition and draw parallels between media arts, visual arts, science, technology and popular culture. In doing so it aimed to challenge the widely held assumption that media arts are exclusively digital and/or electronic, principally internet-based, and therefore only of interest, and accessible, to a specialist audience. 

Publ. VIVID in association with Article Press, June 2006. Eds. Joan Gibbons and Kaye Winwood
Vasulka Lab

Internationally acclaimed for their pioneering role in the evolution of media art, the Vasulkas developed a working method which is interactive, collaborative and driven by rigorous dialogue with each other, engineers and technology. 

Following their hugely successful exhibition Vasulka Lab 1969-2005 at ICA in Dec 05-Jan 06, and VIVID in Mar – May 06 the publication of this new, fully-illustrated book further highlights the importance of the Vasulkas' practice in the evolution of media arts. Vasulka Lab is an invaluable resource and document of the Vasulkas' varied and continuing work. Featuring the Vasulkas in conversation with Don Foresta, essays by Chris Meigh-Andrews and Yasmeen Baig-Clifford, Director, VIVID. 
Publ. VIVID, April 2006. Ed. Yasmeen Baig-Clifford
Foundation and Empire: Heather & Ivan Morison

The work of Heather & Ivan Morison is at once a celebration of and a reflection on the simple pleasures. It mirrors the passion, process and beauty of the subjects and people that they meet while travelling, be they an astronomer, an ice fisherman, floristry, a beekeeper, a pig farmer, java sparrows, fungi, science fiction or wildflowers, to name a few. They observe and collect the things they come into contact with, embracing chance encounters and seeking out subjects which are on the edge - the periphery of daily life.

This beautifully illustrated book was published to celebrate a touring programme of work by Heather & Ivan Morison. It includes texts by Nigel Prince and Morgan Falconer.

Publ. Article Press, April 2004. Eds. Nigel Prince and Kaye Winwood.
The publications will be launched at a special event at VIVID, 140 Heath Mill Lane, Birmingham, on 22 June, 4.30-6.30pm, with a darkly humorous performance by acclaimed artist Paul Granjon and his robotic accompaniment.

For further information or to request an invitation to the launch please contact Helen Street on 0121 766 7876 or email info@vivid.org.uk

ENDS -----------------------------494 words-----------------------------------------
Notes to Editors:

1. VIVID is dedicated to the development of contemporary media art and interdisciplinary practice; supporting and commissioning research, new work, artists' residencies, events and publications. VIVID's project space accommodates the production and exhibition of media arts, bringing together technical resources, support services and presentation facilities in a unique environment. www.vivid.org.uk
2. For further press information and images contact Helen Street on 0121 766 1301, email helen@vivid.org.uk
