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Press Release

09 June 2006
Artists Richard Billingham and Layla Curtis explore new habitats with a host of international speakers.
As part of Arts Council’s national Architecture Week 2006, June 17 - 25, VIVID presents Habitat Symposium, with presentations of new work by acclaimed artists Richard Billingham and Layla Curtis, in discussion with guest contributors including curator Jeni Walwin, architect and writer Ben Flatman, and architects Falk Schneemann & Anthony Hoete.
Over the last 18 months Richard Billingham has been developing a body of work with VIVID under the working title, Zoo. Billingham has developed a number of video works and large colour photographs made in a variety of zoos in the UK, Europe and South America. The works are emotionally and psychologically compelling, drawing on the artist’s acclaimed eye for perfectly observed emotional detail, and explore the impact of confined architectural spaces on animal psychology and behaviour. Billingham states that "there is no conscious intention of making some political statement about zoos. They are a perfect metaphor for our relationship to the rest of Nature. Zoos are being used in the work as a vehicle to think about this relationship and how we perceive it in an overpopulated and polluted world".

Layla Curtis has exhibited widely in the UK and abroad. She is currently showing new work at Gimpel Fils, London and has a forthcoming exhibition at New Art Gallery Walsall (July to September 2006). Her work has been collected by Tate Gallery Collection, Government Art Collection, World Bank Collection and numerous University and private collections worldwide. Curtis is well known for her map collages which produce new narratives and political territories to create unsettling landscapes which appear oddly familiar. 
VIVID has commissioned Curtis to develop a new piece of work 'Sky Drawings, Night/Day' which uses video technology to capture the 'drawings' made by planes in the sky. And whilst this is a recent departure in her choice of medium, it refers back to her interest to explore the geographical, political and spatial concerns through alternative methods of mapping and drawing.
Guest speakers have been invited to contextualise the broader concerns raised by the newly commissioned work of Billingham and Curtis. Presentations will explore the innovative mapping devices used by artists within their practice to explore their own personal and physical space; the architecture of Dudley Zoo and the capacity of architecture to oppress and contain its inhabitant; the effects of an increased mobility on national identities.
Habitat Symposium is on 22 June, 10-3pm, cost £15/10 concessions, lunch included. Booking is essential, please email info@vivid.org.uk or call 0121 766 7876

Further information is available from www.vivid.org.uk/habitat
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Notes to Editors:

1. Habitat Symposium day is part of a series of presentations and discussion events concerning notions of habitat. The series is part of Architecture Week, 17-25 June 2006 – the tenth year of Arts Council’s national festival celebrating Architecture. For information on the rest of the programme please visit www.vivid.org.uk/habitat
2. VIVID is dedicated to the development of contemporary media art and interdisciplinary practice; supporting and commissioning research, new work, artists' residencies, events and publications. VIVID's project space accommodates the production and exhibition of media arts, bringing together technical resources, support services and presentation facilities in a unique environment.
3. For further press information and images contact Helen Street on 0121 766 1301, email helen@vivid.org.uk
