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Press Release

14 June 2006
Birmingham’s Cowboy Artists are quick on the draw 
As part of Architecture Week, 17-25 June, Birmingham artists Sean O’Keeffe and Steve Bulcock have been invited to take over the first ground-breaking new creative studio pods at VIVID in Digbeth, Birmingham on Friday 23 June, 12 – 5.30pm
The artists’ Draw a Cowboy project, will attempt to define the quintessential Cowboy by applying data analysis software to 25 classic Westerns to produce digital drawings. Their software is adapted from that used for crash test dummy simulations and tracks the movements and measurements of the actors to identify the essential characteristics of Cowboy legends such as John Wayne and Clint Eastwood.
Sean and Steve are among the first artists to use one of the pods which were commissioned and developed by VIVID, with financial support from East Birmingham North Solihull Regeneration Zone (EBNS), to support the creative industries in the city’s urban regeneration zone, Eastside. The pod has been designed to provide artists with a flexible production environment which can also be used to test and present work. 

On 23 June, between 12-5.30pm Sean and Steve will be inside the pod creating their digital Cowboy drawing as a live feed projects their images onto the outside surfaces; An ideal opportunity to get off your horse, drink in the work, and talk about how it all happens in the wild West Midlands.

Throughout 19-23 June the pod will be being used by an array of artists, forming the backdrop for a series of public talks about creative spaces.
For further information on Draw a Cowboy and other VIVID Architecture Week events contact Helen Street at VIVID on 0121 766 7876, email info@vivid.org.uk or visit the website at www.vivid.org.uk/habitat
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Notes to Editors:

1. Draw a Cowboy is one of a series of events taking place at VIVID, between 19-23 June as part of Architecture Week, where the public can meet artists, talk to them about their work and also participate in projects. Other artists and speakers will be inviting viewers to drop in for afternoon tea (Colin Pearce and Ranbir Lal, T-House); explore virtual space with some high-tech doodling (Ian Upton, Sketchy Realities); and hear about the pod’s development, manufacturing and its future impact on creative spaces and urban regeneration in Birmingham.
2. In May this year East Birmingham North Solihull Regeneration Zone (EBNS),  funded by Advantage West Midlands, awarded £78,000 to VIVID to develop and commission two moveable, reconfigurable artist production and presentation spaces, the first of which is being launched as part of Architecture Week 2006 – the tenth year of Arts Council’s national festival celebrating Architecture.

3. VIVID is dedicated to the development of contemporary media art and interdisciplinary practice; supporting and commissioning research, new work, artists' residencies, events and publications. VIVID's project space accommodates the production and exhibition of media arts, bringing together technical resources, support services and presentation facilities in a unique environment.
4. Image: Still from Draw a Cowboy, work in progress by Sean O’Keeffe and Ian Upton, 2006
5. For further press information and images contact Helen Street on 0121 766 1301, email helen@vivid.org.uk
