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Press Release
T-House by Colin Pearce and Ranbir Lal open to public Monday 19 June, 3-7pm
For Immediate Release

14 June 2006
Artists invite Birmingham to ‘tea in the pod’
Artist Colin Pearce and architect Ranbir Lal invite you to join them for afternoon tea on 19 June, between 3 and 7pm to participate in their collaborative art project T-House, part of VIVID’s Habitat programme of events for Architecture Week 2006, 

Colin and Ranbir have been working together to design a transportable and flexible building - a place for conversation and contemplation - founded on the pleasures of drinking tea. The T-House will be an innovative and contemporary construction taking a fresh, modern approach to some of the better known international traditions of "taking tea". 

Architect Ranbir explains “It is likely that the structure will be able to expand, contract and move depending on its occupancy and context - fit for the purposes of today’s multi-tasking, multi-cultural, hybrid society”.
Artist Colin adds “We would really like people to bring an object and memory they associate with tea drinking as we’re building a temporary museum of objects and thoughts which will influence our designs for the 
T-House.”

VIVID is near the Custard Factory in Digbeth, at 140 Heath Mill Lane. So do come and meet the artists, see the T-House prototype and models, and relax with a cup of the finest. You can also download an origami tea cup invitation from VIVID’s website: www.vivid.org.uk/habitat  Just click on the link to T-House, download the sheet, print it off and follow the folding instructions.

For further information contact Helen Street at VIVID on 0121 766 7876 or email info@vivid.org.uk

ENDS ---- 247 words

Notes to Editors:

1. T-House is one of a series of events taking place at VIVID, between 19-23 June, where the public can meet artists, talk to them about their work and also participate in projects. Other artists will be inviting viewers to explore virtual space with a bit of high-tech doodling (Ian Upton, Sketchy Realities) and using crash-test tracking software on 25 classic Westerns in their search to discover the quintessential Cowboy (Sean O’Keeffe and Steve Bulcock, Draw a Cowboy)
2. VIVID is dedicated to the development of contemporary media art and interdisciplinary practice; supporting and commissioning research, new work, artists' residencies, events and publications. VIVID's project space accommodates the production and exhibition of media arts, bringing together technical resources, support services and presentation facilities in a unique environment.
3. In May this year East Birmingham North Solihull (EBNS) Regeneration Zone, funded by Advantage West Midlands, awarded £78,000 to VIVID to develop and commission two moveable, reconfigurable artist production and presentation spaces. The first of which is being launched as part of Architecture Week 2006 – the tenth year of Arts Council’s national festival celebrating Architecture.

4. For further press information and images contact Helen Street on 0121 766 1301, email helen@vivid.org.uk
