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Press Release

14 June 2006
Get into a brand new art-pod!
VIVID unveils its revolutionary new pod. Designed by Birmingham-based architect Ranbir Lal in collaboration with VIVID, the pod will be a flexible production and presentation space for artists.
The pod will be launched as part of Arts Council’s Architecture Week, 17-25 June 2006, its production has been supported by East Birmingham North Solihull Regeneration Zone (EBNS). 
Throughout Architecture Week the pod will be occupied by various artists, providing a great opportunity for you to see exciting new arts projects and talk to the artists as they create and present their work. Drop in for afternoon tea with artists Colin Pearce and Ranbir Lal, step into virtual space for a bit of high-tech doodling with Ian Upton or join Steve Bulcock and Sean O’Keeffe on a quest to define the quintessential Cowboy.
Alongside the artists will be a series of talks and discussion events including a demonstration of the pod’s design features and flexibility by the architect Ranbir Lal, fabricator Jason Barker and VIVID’s production facilitator Matthew Higginbottom. Eastside’s Arts Ambassador, Nigel Edmondson, will be talking about the importance of the pod in his vision for Birmingham’s new cultural quarter; and Arts Council’s national officer for Visual and Media Arts, Helen Cadwallader will be in conversation with EMARE’s Chair Marcel Schwierin about artist studio provision in the UK and overseas.
Internationally renowned artists Richard Billingham and Layla Curtis will be presenting new work-in-progress which has been commissioned by VIVID. Billingham shot to fame after his emotional photographic portrayal of his family and home life in Cradley Heath, subsequently being nominated for the Turner Prize in 2001. Layla Curtis has recently returned from a residency with British Antarctic Survey, some of the work she produced there is currently on show at Gimpel Fils gallery, in London until 10 June. Curtis has a forthcoming exhibition at New Art Gallery Walsall (July to September 2006).
The wide range of events means there is something for everyone, whether you are interested in art and architecture or in just seeing something new.
For times and full programme details visit VIVID’s website www.vivid.org.uk/habitat alternatively call 0121 766 7876

Ends ------ 353 Words----------

Notes to Editors: 
1. In May this year EBNS, funded by Advantage West Midlands, awarded £78,000 to VIVID to develop and commission two moveable, reconfigurable artist production and presentation spaces. The rapid progression of technology and urban regeneration has meant that artistic practices and ways of working are changing at an incredible rate, with national interest in the development of Creative Industries for economic stability. With the support from AWM, VIVID intends to be at the forefront of changing attitudes and growing expectations amongst both artists, audiences and industry.

2. VIVID is dedicated to the development of contemporary media art and interdisciplinary practice; supporting and commissioning research, new work, artists' residencies, events and publications. VIVID's project space accommodates the production and exhibition of media arts, bringing together technical resources, support services and presentation facilities in a unique environment.
3. For further press information and images contact Helen Street on 0121 766 1301, email helen@vivid.org.uk
