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VIVID presents Vasulka Lab 1969-2005, an exhibition of seminal works by legendary artists Woody and Steina Vasulka. Lauded internationally as two of the most significant and prolific electronic media artists in the world, the Vasulkas’ work has to date been under exposed in the UK. Launched at London’s ICA on 17 December 2005, this touring exhibition provides the UK audience with the first comprehensive introduction to the Vasulkas’ major works. At VIVID, Birmingham, a two part show will present large scale continuous gallery projections in March, to be followed by the UK premieres of installations from Machine Vision and The Brotherhood Series and remotely controlled installation of Theatre of Hybrid Automata, accompanied by a new, comprehensive publication and a rare masterclass led by Woody Vasulka.

“My life is a voyage from image to object and from object to space”

Woody Vasulka

The Vasulkas’ body of work is unique; spanning the entire range of formats and configurations of electronic media, installation and interactive technology. As artists coming from formal backgrounds in film (Woody Vasulka, a graduate of the Prague Performing Arts Academy) and classical music (Steina Vasulka, who played for the National Orchestra of Iceland), their practice is most significant for questioning the boundaries between art and technology. In their video and then digital practice, they transformed the traditional genres of narrative and performance in the moving image.
Alongside Bill Viola, they are credited with creating a unique aesthetic through innovative use of video technology. In 1969 they co-founded ‘The Kitchen’ in New York, - dubbed an electronic arts and sound “test laboratory’, legendary for its commitment to experimental collaboration between video-art, performance and music. It went on to play a key role within the American underground, fostering the work of Philip Glass, Laurie Anderson, Robert Mapplethorpe and Cindy Sherman amongst many others.

Participation 1969-71 opens the exhibition, and is a pioneering video-document made with the early Sony Portapak video system. Featuring Don Cherry performing in Washington Square, Warhol Superstars on stage and Jimi Hendrix in concert, Participation captures the Vasulkas’ early engagement with the American artistic counter-culture. It stands as a nostalgic and evocative record of the freeform spirit of The Kitchen. 

The Vasulkas were the first of a generation to “open the box”: literally to rip apart pre-set commercial, manufactured media systems. In this way, they pioneered the development of low cost video ‘tools’, working with engineers to build highly specialised devices. In 1973, Woody became a Professor at the Media/Study Centre, Buffalo and the Vasulkas moved to New Mexico. Throughout the 1970s, the artists developed the Vasulka Imaging System, a range of audiovisual tools or ‘machines’ built in collaboration with electronic engineers and technicians, including the Rutt/Etra Scan Processor, George Brown’s Multikeyer and Eric Siegel’s Colorizer. 

Represented in 1988 at Ars Electronica, New American Video Art: A Historical Survey, 1967–1988, alongside contemporaries such as Nam June Paik and Bill Viola, the Vasulkas reputation was set when they were commissioned Peter Weibel to curate Eigenwelt der Apparate Welt (Pioneers of Electronic Art) for Ars Electronica 1992, 

The Vasulkas live and work in New Mexico and exhibit, publish and lecture in major media and video festivals worldwide. Their constantly developing practice is a testament to the marriage of critical and practical dialogues between art, technology and aesthetics, which has resulted in a completely new narrative of electronic and digital space. 
An illustrated catalogue, Vasulka Lab 1969-2005 will be published by VIVID in April 2006, to include a conversation with Woody and Steina Vasulka, and essays by Yasmeen Baig-Clifford and Dr. Chris Meigh-Andrews.
Ends – 593 words
Notes to Editors:
1. Vasulka Lab is a VIVID touring exhibition curated by Yasmeen Baig-Clifford. The exhibition is presented in association with ICA and LUX and is supported by Arts Council England Grants for National Touring and Czech Centre.
2. For further press information, images, details of work to be exhibited or to arrange an interview please contact: Helen Street, Communications Officer on +(0) 121 766 7876 or info@vivid.org.uk
3. 
Dedicated to the development of contemporary media art and interdisciplinary practice, VIVID supports and commissions research, new work, artists’ residencies, events and publications.  VIVID’s project space accommodates the production and exhibition of media arts in a unique environment. VIVID is supported through Arts Council England, West Midlands and Birmingham City Council Economic Development.
4.  Please visit www.vivid.org.uk and www.vasulka.org for further information
