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Image: Still from Runner, Ravi Deepres and Michael Clifford, 2006

Artists sprint to the finish as VIVID's spring programme approaches
A fast paced series of presentations at VIVID, Birmingham’s leading media art centre, and a variety of offsite locations will run from February to September 2007.

The series will showcase projects from two of VIVID’s recent research programmes - the Interdisciplinary Support Programme (ISP) and haus_guests international (HGI). Both schemes were developed to offer creative individuals based in the West Midlands region an extended period of time through which to develop ideas and partnerships through extensive artistic research and production. 
The projects include a diverse range of activity including film and video, large scale installation, architecture and seminar. 
Kaye Winwood projects manager at VIVID explains “One of the main objectives of the programme was to blur and push the boundaries of what is traditionally considered to be media arts practice, it doesn’t have to be screen based or programmed on computers; for instance we have Harminder Singh Judge who is a performance artist and he has been exploring the use of technology both within his performances and to aid the documentation of his work. Artist Ian Upton has been collaborating with an archaeologist using the latest hi-tech 3D laser scanning technology to capture transient moments; there’s also an interesting collaboration between an artist, Colin Pearce, and an Architect Ranbir Lal, who have developed a structure part-architecture, part-sculpture which was inspired by the rituals and customs of Tea drinking. This project will be presented as part of the Festival of Extreme Buildings in May.” 
ISP explored the creative possibilities arising from collaboration across disciplines - artistic, curatorial, technological and industrial by supporting joint research projects between creative individuals in Birmingham and other industries across the West Midlands. Emphasis was placed on practice led research and cross disciplinary activity through risk taking and experimentation.

HGI scheme has assisted a small group of artists from Birmingham to develop their portfolios and work ready for introduction to exhibition partners in Prague. Participants in this programme have mostly produced new work for presentation, some of which is in response to research trips to Prague. 
VIVID is located near the Custard Factory at 140 Heath Mill Lane, Digbeth, Birmingham. Each exhibition is open for two weeks only, from 12 - 5.30pm Wed – Sat. Please check dates before visiting as VIVID will be closed between exhibitions.
Details of all of the exhibitions, events and offsite venues can be found at www.vivid.org.uk
Alternatively call VIVID on 0121 766 7876 or email info@vivid.org.uk 
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Image: Still from Poets by Karin Kihlberg and 
           Image:Conceptual drawing for T-House by Colin Pearce
Reuben Henry, 2006


           and Ranbir Lal, 2006

Programme of activity:

Consuming Passions by Siân Evans

20 February 2007, 1-5pm at VIVID; 6pm onwards at Rooty Fruity

Booking essential £10/7, email info@vivid.org.uk
A seminar exploring the way in which we interact with food.  Speakers include Elizabeth Telfer, Richard Gough and Dr. Martin Caraher. Chaired by Anna Douglas, Curator and Cultural Policy Strategist. This event will be followed by a film programme by invited curator Jayne Bradley.

Karin Kihlberg and Reuben Henry

Preview 21 February 6-8pm; Exhibition open to 3 March at VIVID

A presentation of two recent video installations.
Katy Connor and Helena Gough

Preview 21 March 6-8pm, Exhibition open to 31 March at VIVID
A re-presentation of ‘Aureole’ will be shown alongside a new single screen work developed for ISP.
Draw a cowboy….. by Sean O Keeffe and Steve Bulcock

Preview 11 April 6-8pm, exhibition continues to 21 April 
An installation of digital animation.
Ian Upton

Preview 2 May 6-8pm, exhibition open to 12 May 
Print based work.
Ravi Deepres

Preview 2 May 6-8pm, exhibition open to 12 May 
The presentation of a split screen work produced in collaboration with film-maker Michael Clifford.
Ana Rutter

Preview 2 May 6-8pm, exhibition open to 12 May
A series of miniature moving image landscapes.

juneau/projects/

Performance 7pm, 23 May 2007

Preview 23 May 6-8pm, Exhibition open to 2 June 
A performance with, and presentation of, customised musical instruments.
Faye Claridge

Preview 23 May 6-8pm, Exhibition open to 2 June 
New work in response to some of the city’s historic buildings and their perceived romantic atmosphere.
Kate Pemberton 

Preview 23 May 6-8pm, Exhibition open to 2 June

Pemberton will produce a celebratory environment and retail outlet through which to view her recent multiples.
Harminder Singh Judge

Preview 23 May 6-8pm, Exhibition open to 2 June
A new video installation of an intimate performance to camera.
Chris Keenan

Preview 23 May 6-8pm, Exhibition open to 2 June 
A presentation of ephemera and research relating to 60's psychedelic Czech group – ‘Plastic People of the Universe’.
T-House by Colin Pearce and Ranbir Lal

23 May 4-5.30pm – launch event at the Festival of Extreme Buildings

May to September 2007

T-House is an architectural and sculptural structure based on the practice of tea-drinking. Presented as part of the Festival of Extreme Buildings, Digbeth Birmingham

Out of Simple Habit by Justin Wiggan and Oona Luras

5.30-6pm, 23 May - walking tour with the artists

23 May – 2 June 2007 at various locations in Digbeth

A series of photographs accompanied by Japanese haiku poetry displayed on billboards throughout Digbeth.

Ends  -------------------------------------------------
Notes to editors:

1. For further press information and images please contact Helen Street on 0121 766 1301 or via email at helen@vivid.org.uk
2. VIVID provides a resource for artists and curators in the form of commissions, residencies, exhibitions, publications, research, talks and touring activities. VIVID's project space accommodates the production and exhibition of media arts, bringing together technical resources, support services and presentation facilities in a unique environment.
3. VIVID gratefully acknowledges financial support from Arts Council England and the European Social Fund through EQUAL
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