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Press Release

17 January 2006 - For Immediate Release 

New Video Art Exhibition Opens at VIVID, Birmingham

Birmingham’s leading media arts centre, VIVID, begins its Spring exhibition programme on 21 February with a presentation of new video work by Karin Kihlberg and Reuben Henry.
Karin Kihlberg and Reuben Henry have been collaborating since 2004. Working primarily in video their practice explores filmic language through performance and collaboration. This new exhibition features two video pieces – The Waiting Room and The Poets which have been supported by VIVID’s Interdisciplinary Support Programme (ISP) and produced during artist residencies at New Art Gallery Walsall and Redgate Gallery, Beijing.

The Waiting Room is an installation incorporating a series of dark videos, storyboards and production footage.  The work was created during a residency at New Art Gallery Walsall (November 2005 to February 2006) where Kihlberg and Henry constructed a film set of a waiting room.  Members of the public were invited to contribute to a series of videos about the unavoidable circumstance of waiting in its many forms. Sound effects and music were added by the artists in post-production so that the participants remained unaware of the final outcome of the films, creating a huge distinction between the original event and the end product. The Waiting Room was exhibited at the New Art Gallery Walsall, May to June 2006.

The Poets features two Chinese actors in what appears to be a destroyed film set.  The actors are speaking aloud and the accompanying subtitled English text suggests that they are reciting lines from T.S. Elliot’s poetry. However the Mandarin that the actors are actually narrating translates as their physical stage directions as scripted by the artists. This work provides a space where reality and fiction meet, and where language and cultural difference affords the audience an opportunity to be drawn into a semi-fictional narrative.

The Poets was filmed while on a residency at Redgate Gallery, Beijing and was shown in a solo exhibition at Red T Space during the Dashanzi International Art Festival.

Both of these works explore the artists’ interest in working with participants in the creation of new situations, combining audio and visual information to develop new meaning and context.

Karin Kihlberg and Reuben Henry

Preview Wednesday 21 February, 6-8pm. 

Exhibition continues to Saturday 3 March; Wednesday to Saturday 12-5.30pm.

VIVID, 140 Heath Mill Lane, Digbeth, Birmingham, B9 4AR

Tel: 0121 766 7876

www.vivid.org.uk

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ENDS, 381 words.

Images and notes to editors follow:

1. The Poets and The Waiting Room by Karin Kihlberg and Reuben Henry were developed during VIVID’s Interdisciplinary Support Programme (ISP). ISP was developed to offer practitioners based in the West Midlands region an extended period of time through which to develop ideas and partnerships through extensive research and production. VIVID is showcasing the research from each of these projects in a fast paced series of presentations running from February to September 2007. Presentations will take place both within VIVID’s exhibition space and also at a variety of offsite locations.

2. Karin Kihlberg and Reuben Henry will be working with VIVID throughout 2007/8 toward a new commission. Synchronicity will be a dual screen installation exploring narrative compositions and filmic language. An exhibition of this work will be presented by VIVID September to October 2008 accompanied by a publication.

3. For high res images or more information on VIVID and other upcoming ISP exhibitions visit www.vivid.org.uk or contact Helen Street on tel: 0121 766 1301  email: helen@vivid.org.uk

4. VIVID gratefully acknowledges financial support from Arts Council England, Birmingham City Council and the European Social Fund via Equal.
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5. Image: Still from The Poets, 2006


Image: Still from The Waiting Room, 2005
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